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Building a One-Man Magazine, One Impossible Feat at a Time

By BAVID CARER

Escgus magnzine is o thing of lav-
igh, ecceniric besuty, less (lipped
threugh than staned at, lorcing read-
€F3 1 recondie thelr expectations of
what a magazine is wilh the sirange
BFtifact n thetr laps.

W'ith its hamd-built feel and soaring
visual narrative, it i clearly the
work of & besving team of first-rate
designers, thinkers and editars work-
ing with unthinkable budgets, even
though, mare curiously, it has Bo ad-
VETTISEmEnts,

Hat pull hack the cover of Esopus
and you will find only Tod Lippy, de-
Eigmer, odbor, conjorer. Just Tod
Lippy, with his one d and his conceit
that he can make the magazine he
wants and that people will give kim
$10 for each one and that then he can
make andther one. With a circulation
of 5000 and & iwice-a-year schedule
== i came out of mowhere in 2000 = it
is not =0 misch a magazine as a il
that Feeds sesinnmually.

o, 3, the fall 3004 dssue, was ro-

“Mamushia,” an illestrated fairy
tals by Andrea Derso, full of childike
wonders and dark, thoroughly enod-
#rm portent, 5 followed by a journal
and photo a1 Iroen Marvin Lazarus,
& suburban indhouse lnwyer ol a wa-
feT com who spent his lunch
hours during the 1850's photograph-
ing Modern art royalty: [samu Mo-
guchi, Man Fay, Frane Eline. The k-
sue albso inclodes an interview with
the Mew Jersey proto-rockers the
Wrens, pictures of Rudy Valles's an-
mixted foke book, the third in & se-
ries af “Object Lessons™ by the artist
Alex Shear, & &= of current federal
documents about treatment of pris-
oners that has been ghosbed 1o un-
readability, a poem, a CD and four
separate proposals (rom  peophbe
pilchirg their plans (o get Esopus
{ee-50-pus) some publizity,

1% is hard to =ay what it 15 Bat sale

are limited only by the peophe who
pat thesm oirl, who in turn Blamse the
thickheaded sensibilities of thedr

Righe, Fred E Conrsd The Frs Tark Thmes

The fall ke, left, of Esapus, the brainchild of Tod Lippy. Right, a pop-up feature from the last isue,

full of to think outside
the Box, which is where Mr. Lippy
likes to live, He is off the grid of pub-
licists, advertisers amd seenesiers.
His magazine rellecis no feably. Ess-
pus Mo, 2 inchodes so called
*Gheat Form™ by 'Willlam Christen-
bBerTy, & pop-oul IMAgazine version of
the hand game invalving a church
and a steeple thal open 10 revesl he
poople, 10 I8 gorgecas and looks un-
godly expensive,

Sining in the Howard Johnson's in
Timies Sqaare, Mr. Lippy sald tBat
sifter recelving estimates that would
bave made the featare untbinkable,
ke asked advice Irom his Canadian
prinier, whis suggested (hat o group
of Hutterites, o religions sect similar
to the Amith, might be willing to do
the handwork necessary af an af-
fordable rate. So he fourd the charch
that muade the steeple that be could
pat in the magazing to soll io the peo-
ple. At Esopus, there is no rich uncle,
ma corporate backer, just Mr. Lip-
py's crafiness and a plan to put to-

geiber o monprofit organization bo
back the m .
Mr. Lippy, 41, k= single-minded

about the need for a gemeral-Enterest
iheat s nod dumsb.

' really frastrated with the lev-
&l of medintion that secms 0 shroed
all artistic activity,” he said, dippisg
a French fry info somé mayo. “Popu-
lar music now ends up contextual
ized by car and snenker commer-
cials. The mixing and melding of ad-
verliging in magarines 3 preity dis-
narbing as well, | wanted to create
some unfiltered space ™

The current issue, by way of com-
mentary, carries 4 CD dtled “Prod-

wct Displacement,” with advertising
abogand embadded in (e lyrics, a bit
of whimsy brought forth by bamds
like the Baptist Generals and the
Hew Black I it all sounds very fwes
andd very downtown, that (s not really
the case, Mr. Lippy's dad was and is
a farmer im Maryliand, and Esopus
has subscribers in 40 sEies — and 10
countries. (Its Web site, www.esoe
pusmag.com, gives a list of siores
wherne [t = sold, Barnes & Noble out-
lots mmong them. )

Mr. Lippy's inerests are far-rang.
ing partly becausse he spent a lof of
time working on them in school. He
graduated from Texas Christian Uni-
VOrsity, received & mMASLEr™s N art
history from Williams College and
then & masfer's i cinema studies
Troen Mew Yark Universiny. He ended
up &t Print, & magazing for graphic
designers that has done plenty of its
own stretching of traditional maga-
JATHD M EeE,

“Anybody who has worked wilh
Tod will say that he is an inmately
Bifved editor,™ sald Martin Fox, as

A special-effect
feature was

assembled by hand.

editor af large ot Frint and its editos
for 48 years. “He has an imteresting
take on almost everything and a
sonse of pacing that makes his mag-
azine work like mo other., And be-
cause he is such a nioe guy, people

want o do things for him. Everybody
is givieg him work for what |5 essen-
tially an honorariem.™

Mr. Lippy eventually left publish-
ingg wigh the iden of geicing imto filma
and made a short called “Cookies"
that did well ar some festivals, bt ke
mizsed the immedacy of making
something. specifically a magazing,
that would plop ista lives.

Ewen though ke vearns Tar an -
ministrative assistant, he says thers
it stratlegic and artistic value in
making & magarine as & party of ome.

1 am the only person that comtrib=
utors dial with, and | think they end
up thinking thai ihey end up with
something that genuinely reflects
their work,” Mr. Lippy said. It helps
that the rights (o amy b of work fe-
wiert to the person who made it.

Even il there were more readers
and more help, Escpus would never
bescoames @ monthly or oven a quarier-

*Thess tinsit A year ks abogt the
muost [ could do," he sald. 1t is a pace
that produces something that i be-
tween & Bo0k and & mogasing, We
are hoping to do events, but [ don'y
see the [requency ever increasing
thal misch.”

There ks, of course, the mabter of
the mame, which 5 not El!ltl!l:l' aSET
friendly. Az Mr. Lippy tells i there
is & creek of that mome that runs
clear and clean in apstate Mew York
umbil it enters A resersoir ard comes
out the other slde, mauddied and con-
promised. In the course of the :
rine"s short [ie, Mr. Lippy Desds tha
that reservodr has ¥t to come ingo
vilew.
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